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Fact-Finding Mission: Police Investigation on the Sumilao Leader’s slay is insufficient, hasty and dubious

The Fact-Finding Mission conducted by multi-sectoral groups on the killing of Sumilao farmer-leader Rene Peñas released today, the 40th day of his killing, its final report and recommendations.

“It cannot be denied that Nong Rene was among the more prominent figures who campaigned for the CARP Extension with Reform Law (CARPER). His killing came barely two days after the CARPER campaign triumphed in Congress. Naturally, there was a strong clamor from the different sectors and institutions that have supported the Sumilao farmers and CARPER for an in-depth and independent investigation of the murder of Nong Rene. Together we organized the fact-finding team to ensure the truth will be uncovered and the perpetrators will be brought to justice” said Armida Abales-Pajaron of PALAMBU-PAKISAMA and a member of the Independent Multi-Sectoral Fact Finding Mission (FFM). Pajaron added that the mission which is composed of representatives from local and national civil society organizations, religious and academic institution conducted its investigation in Cagayan de Oro City and Bukidnon from June 22 to 26, 2009.  

The FFM investigation report submitted following general observations and conclusions:
· The ambush-slaying of Renato Peñas was pre-meditated, well-planned, and well-orchestrated;

· The official investigation by the local police was insufficient, hasty, and dubious;

· Jhon Calopes surfaced as a central figure who unduly influenced the official investigation;

· Rene Peñas was killed because of his active involvement in agrarian reform issues; and

· The ambush-slaying, coupled with the dubious police investigation, generated a continuing sense of fear in the community.
Jun Pandan, of the NGO, KAISAHAN, and another FFM member said that the above-enumerated observations and conclusions were derived from comprehensive data gathering and collection of pertinent and available documents.  

“During the course of our fact-finding mission, we have considered all possible angles and possibilities that would lead us to the truth behind Ka Rene’s killing. We were surprised at the haste that police conducted their investigation and considered the case close. It was as if the arrest of a suspect will silence the questions raised on the murder. Rather than provide answers, the hasty closure of the case by the police only managed to raise more questions including that of the credibility and impartiality of the Sumilao police” Pandan said. 
Based on the findings of the fact-finding mission they submitted the following major recommendations:

1. Conduct of a full blown multi-agency investigation on the killing of Rene Peñas in order to explore all possible angles and motives for the killing;

2. The immediate relief of the Sumilao and Bukidnon police particularly those involved in the Rene Peñas case to be ordered by PNP Director General Jesus Versoza, and their replacement with forces/personnel who will ensure impartiality in the investigation and the adequate protection of the community;

3. Effective and immediate protection for all vital informants and witnesses by the NBI, particularly Samson Dollente and Elizer Peñas; and

4. Expedition and facilitation by the Land Bank of the Philippines and the Department of Agrarian Reform of the transfer and distribution of the remaining 94 hectares (in the SMFI commitment) to the Sumilao Farmers.

Noland, eldest son of Rene Peñas said that they will not stop their search for justice. “It took the Sumilao farmers 12 years of struggle, 28 days of hunger and 1,700 kilometers of walking to find justice. Insistence on and pursuit of justice is the legacy that my father left to us, his children and his fellow farmers. It is in that same spirit that we will continue this pursuit of the truth about his death until justice will be served” Noland Peñas said.   ###






